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VOLUME XXV
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1949

NUMBER 2

A Message From
President Bowman

DR. RoHERT K. BuRNS '16

Burns Designated
"Man of the Year"
SCIENTIST OF NOTE
Dr. Robert K. Burns '16, embryologist
and anatomist of the Carnegie Insti
tution and an honorary professor at
Johns Hopkins University, was given the
alumni "MAN OF THE YEAR" award
at the annual banquet on Saturday
night, June 4, on the campus. Dr. Burns
and :Mrs. Burns were present to re
ceive the award.
The presentation was made by Dr.
Boyd Harshbarger '28, president of the
Virginia Academy of Science and a
member of the executive committee of
the Alumni Association. Dr. Harshbar
ger stressed the significant contribution
which Bridgewater alumni are making
in the field of s<:ience and the continuing
interest of students in this field.
He cited the extensive and important
research which Dr. Burns has done
through the years. "Dr. Burns as a
'starred man of science' is undoubtedly
the most distinguished ·scientist who has
graduated from the college," said Dr.
Harshbarger. "Nor, has fame broken his
ties with his Alma Mater. A frequent
visitor to the campus and· a. loyal sup(Continued on Page 2, Column. 3)

Dr. 'vVarren D. Bowman '20 assumed
the duties of president of Bridgewater
College the first of July. He sends this
letter of greeting to all alumni. Those
present at the June alumni banquet were
rewarded in the ;tirring address of Dr.
Bowman on "My Faith in Bridgewater."
RBK
Dear Alumnus:
Greetings from your Alma Mater.
Bridgewater College is proud of her
large and growing family of alumni. It
is a joy to know that so many of you
are making outstanding contributions in
the numerous walks of life-in the
church, in business, in the professions, in
home making, and in many other worthy
fields of service. The reports that are
•�onstantly coming to the college con
cerning the achievements of our alumni.
give the administration and faculty every
reason to rejoice. We are interested in
you. Your progress is in part our pro
gress and as one large family we go
forward in loyalty and service.
Bridgewater is your college. We know
that you are vitally interested in your
Alma Mater, and that her progress is a
deep concern of yours. We shall be
happy to have your suggestions at any
time as to how we can strengthen the
college, as to how we can better pre
pare our students for their life work,
(Continued on Page S, Column 3)
---0---

Science Building
Drive For 1949-50
Plans for an all-out drive for funds
for a new science building at the col
lege have been aoproved by the college
trustees, the college administration, and
alumni directors for the 1949-50 session.
This work will be under the direction nf
Warren D. Bowman, Preside.nt, assisted,
by Rufu·s B. King as director of the Ex
pansion :Movement and executive-secre
tary of the Alumni Association.
Approximately $50,000.00 has already
been given to this project in recent year,.
1t is expected that an additional $250,
000.00 will be needed to finance the build
ing and equip it
(Continued on Page 2, Column 2)

DR. WALTER

S.

FLORY, JR.

'28

Flory Re-elected
Alumni President
ANNUAL MEETING HELD
Dr. 'vValter S. Flory, Jr., '28, was re
elected president of the Bridgewater
Alumni Association at the annual meet
ing on Alumni Day, June 4. This will
mark a second one-year term for Dr.
Flory, who is vi•�e-director of the Blandy
Experiment Farm of the University of
Virginia at Boyce, Virginia.
Jonas E. Eller '12 Daleville, Roanoke,
Virginia, was elected vice-president, re
placing Miriam Bowman '20 of the same
city. John B. Wampler '23, treasurer;
Mattie V. Glick '20, recording secretary;
and Rufus B. King '36, executive-sec
retary were re-elected.
New directors elected were: Walter
S. Flory, Jr., for a 3-year term ; Lois
Ikenberry Stinnett' 27, Buchanan, Vir
ginia, for 2 years; and Edwin E. Will
'31, 'v\/arm Springs, Virginia, for 1 year
replacing Mrs. Leta Hiner '19, who had
resigned.
J. M. Bennett '23, Wyoming, Del
aware; Dr. Robert K. Burns '16, Balti
more: and Melvin H. Fitzwater '33,
Broadway were seated as directors re
presenting Mardela, Baltimore, a n cl
(Continued 011 · .Page 3; Column 1)
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Alumnors Meet
Your Executive-Secretary attended in
July the 34th annual meeting of the A
merican Alumni Council at Williams
burg, Virginia. This was the 3rd time in
its history that this conference has met
in Virginia and the second time for
Bridgewater representation. Alumnors
from more than three hundred universi
ties and colleges from throughout the
United States met for four days to con
ference on ways and means to improve
alumni relations and programs m th<"ir
respective schools. Sessions were held in
Phi Beta Kappa Hall at William a?H.l
Mary College.
The item that absorbed the most at
tention of the conference was how to get
more alumni interested in their Alma
Mater to the extent that they will mai<e
an annual contribution toward the ongo
ing work of their institution. Some of
the more successful are Dartmouth,
Smith, Yale, Harvard, Swarthmore, and
V. P. I. in our own state. This is a big
business with more than ten million dol
lars having been contributed last year
by American alumni.
The challenge of education is so great
that there seems to be no limit to what
can be done. Bridgewater is making pro
gress in her alumni program and is
seeking her place among colleges who
have had an aggressive program for
many years. Once this effort seeps
through the consciousness of the rank
and file of our alumni and there is a
corresponding response, it will mean a
new and happy day for Bridgewater Col
lege and her family of former students.
To date, too small a percentage of alu
mni are carrying forward this gratifiy
ing progress that has been made in very
recent years.
The other matter that absorbed con
siderable attention, especially with the
featured speakers, was the problem of
Communism in America as it affects the
college campus. President Morrill of the
University of Minnesota dealt with this
most effectively. He did not minimize
the problem. He stated however, "A
merica has a bad case of jitters; let us
keeps our heads; there is less Com
munism today on the America campus
than any time ;;ince the period following
World War I.'i
One of the impressions that stands
out with this body of alumni executives
is the splendid fellowship and readiness
to share with each other any techniques
or information of value in ones pro-

Alumni Investments
By action of the executive committee
of the Alumni Association, which has
been confirmed by the directors, eight
thousand dollars of the. money held by
the Association was invested in Blue
Ridge Hall bonds in June which bear
four percent interest and mature in
seven years.
Five thousand of this is nrmarked
for the Alumni Lodge project for which
it was contributed. A balance of around
a hundred dollars, which is deposited
with the college treasurer, makes up the
total fund for the Lodge.
Three bonds of one thousand each are
held as alumni endowment, the income
o{ which is subject to allocation by the
directors. This is an old fund of many
�cars standing, with the excepti11., of
;.;• ouncl five hundred dollars which was
recently added from current fund·-.
Approximately one hundred dollars is
also held in savings at the Briclgew2.1 .-:r
b«nk from previous general receiots.
---0---

SCIENCE BUILDING
(Continued From Page 1)
Preliminary discussions are under way
as to the location and physical arrange
ment of this building. It is expected that
the building will be approximately the
same size as Blue Ridge Hall which it
is presumed to match and front on a
parallel line.
While a new gymnasium and a library
are also regarded as much-needed build
ings for the college, there is overwhelm
ing sentiment that the new science build
ing is the most urgent. This had been
projected when the college had half of
its present enrollment. The crowded and
scattered facilities of the present situa
tion are incompatible with a fi,·st-rate
program in this field for the iuture.
Added stimuli have been :he suc.:ess
of alumni in the field of science, the
present student interest, the a bk faculty
presently serving this field, the emphasis
and expenditures which neighboring col
leges are putting into this area, the de
mand for additional trainee! scientists,
and the fact that Virginia now leads the
nation in the manufacture of chemical
products. This building will also af
ford much-needed class room space for
other college classes.
This project will be a major under
taking. It should not prove burdensome,
however, if each alumnus and frie,1d
contributes as he is able in considera
tion of the need. Many gifts will have
to be of fairly large amount if the goal
is to be reached promptly. It is the
earnest hope of all concerned that the
construction can be started as soon as the
plans and blue prints are completed,
which will likely be some time in 1950.
gram. Next year's conference will be on
the Harvard Yard at Cambridge, Mass.

RBK

Directory to be
Published
Plans have been formulated by the
alumni directors to publish a directory
in 1950 which will include Bridgewater,
Blue Ridge, and Daleville alumni. A
committee of Miss JVIattie V. Glick,
Rufus B. King, Dr. F. D. Dove, and Dr.
Marshall 'vVolfe have been appointd t,1
guide this projt.ct.
The last directory for Bridgewater
was published in 1930. Blue Ridge pub
lished one in 1929.
A great amount of work will have to
be clone to realize the goal for publish
ing this in 1950. It will involve an ef
fort to include all Blue Ridge and Dale
ville former students who spent a com
plete year at their respedive schools.
Blue Ridge alumni include those up to
1937, when the school terminated its
work under Brethren auspices.
The administration of the college has
approved an item of five hundred dol
lars for the Alumni Association in 194950 to get this project under way. The
mailing list for Blue Ridge and Dale
ville alumni is practically nil to date, but
the alumni office now has files on the
names of these former students which
have been secured from old catalogs. The
next step will be to get correct addres
ses and discover the married names and
those deceased.
---0---

DR. ROBERT K. BURNS
(Continued From Page 1)
porter of the alumni work, he has re
cently been elected to the board of
directors of the Alumni Association by
his local chapter, Baltimore," continued
Dr. Harshbarger.
Dr. Burns received his Ph.D. from
Yale in 1924. He has taught at Bridge
water, Yale, University of Cincinnati,
University of Rochester, University of
Virginia, and Johns Hopkin·s. He is a
native of Pocahontas County, West Vir
ginia. Mrs. Burns, the former Emily
Moore, is a graduate of Goucher Col
lege.
Dr. Burns is the first scientist to
receive the award and the first recipient
to be present in person. Previous reci
pients have been Dr. W. T. Sanger '09,
president of Medical College of Virg
inia; Dr. M. R. Zigler '16, representa
tive of the Church of the Brethren to
the World Council of Churches, Gen
eva, Switzerland; Bishop Paul Garber
'19, of the Methodist Chur-:h in Europe;
and Dean Carter Good '18, of the Teach
ers College, University of Cincinnati.
---o---

In "Common Glory"

Donald Fisher, who will be a senior
at the college this fall, is a member of
the cast of COMMON GLORY at Wil
liamsburg, Virginia, this summer. Don
ald hails from Strasburg, Virginia. He
is one of the tenors in the choir of this
famed historic play and assists in other
minor roles.
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NEWTON D. CooL '97

Prof. Cool Retires
Professor Newton D. Cool retired as
an instructor in mathematics and com
mer-ce in June after serving the Bridge
water system for thirty-one years. He
first came to Bridgewater as principal of
the Academy in 1918 and also served as
an instructor in mathematics. This he
held until 1924 when the Academy was
closed.
From then until 1937 he continued to
teach on a part-time basis while he ser
ved the college as business manager and
treasurer. In 1937 he entered into a pro
gram of full-time teaching which he has
carried up to his retirement.
Professor Cool began teaching in 1895
in his home county, Augusta, Virginia.
Later he went to Winchester to teach.
Subsequently he was appointed princi
pal of the Winchester school system,
·,·,!;ich he served for fourteen years until
he came to Bridgewater. He is a past
presiclen t of the Virginia Principals
Conference.
In 1943 Bridgewater awarded him the
honorary degree of Master of Science in
Commerce.
Professor Cool has been prominent
in church work through the years and
continue:: as elder of the Bridgewater
Church of the Brethren.
At the Annual Conference of the
Church of the Brethren at Ocean Grove,
New Jersey, in June, he was presented a
Distinguished Service Certificate by the
Brotherhood Commission on Christian
Education. Twenty such awards have
been made to Brethren educators for
outstanding contributions to the cause of
Christian education. The last had been
made in 1947.
---o---

ANNUAL MEETING
(Continued From Page 1)
Broadway-Timberville Chapters respec
tively.

Constitutional Changes

The several amendments to the consti
tution, which had been posted in the
April Newsette, were adopted by the As
sociation. These increased the number
of directors, provided for a new for•
mula for a quorum, and made it manda
tory for the president to be selected
from the board of directors to comply
with the state law.
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Faculty Changes

Fisher Edits Hymns

Several faculty changes have been an
nounced from the president's office for
the 1949-50 session.
Miss Rebecca Gene Bowman '45 has
resigned as college dietician. Her re
placement has not been announced at this
elate.
John W. Basta, after a year's leave of
absence during which he took some
graduate work, is returning as Assistant
Professor of Foreign Languages.
Victor E. Gfa:k '40 has been secured
as an additional instructor in the His
tory Department. Mr. Glick expects his
M.A. from the University of Chicago
this month.
Gilford Frazee will replace N. D. Cool,
retired, in the Commerce Division. He
is a graduate of West Liberty College,
West Virginia, and anticipates an M.S.
degree from West Virginia University
this month.
Robert E. Ross has been added to the
college faculty to teach mathematics. He
is a graduate of Columbia University
where he has also pursued some graduate
work. Mrs. Ross who has her RN. will
serve as college nurse replacing Evelyn
Stoner, resigned.
It is also announced that Mrs. Clar
ence May will teach shorthand and typ
ing, replacing Edward Bazzle who has
accepted a position in Richmond.
A Superintendent of Buildings and
Grounds post has been authorized due
to the expanding work in this field, and
Jolm T. Fike of Waynesboro, Pennsyl
vania, has been appointed to this posi
tion. Mr. Fike is a graduate of Juniata
College and has been in business since
his graduation.
The resignation of Miss Marshall
Schools as Assistant Professor of Phys
ical Education was announced in late
summer. Her successor is to be chosen
yet.
The following faculty members have
been advanced in rank: Dr. Raymond
Andes from acting professor of Ro
mance Languages to full professor ;
Professors Nevin W. Fisher, C. E. May,
and Jv[. R. Wolfe from assistantships
to associate professorships.
Dr. C. C. \i\Tright, acting president for
the past year, will resume his work as
Professor of Economics.

Prof. Nevin W. Fisher, teacher of
Piano, Voice, and Church Music in
Bridgewater College has been appointed
to perform the final editorial work on
the new Brethren Hymnal which is pro
j ectecl for publication in 1950.
He spent most of the summer at the
headquarters of the Church of the Bre
thren in Elgin, Illinois, occupied with
this task.

---0---

Alumni Rooms
Miss Mattie V. Glick reported for a
committee to the effect that "Alumni
Room" had been furnished in Blue
Ridge Hall by the Association for the
use of alumni. This room is the first
reception room on the left as one enters
Blue Ridge from the front entrance. The
several guest rooms on the first floor
have also been furnished by the As
sociation and are for the use of alumni
spending the night on the campus. A
nominal fee will be charged for upkeep,
am\ reservations should be made in ad
vance when possible.

An authorized committee of fifteen
members from various parts of the
United States have been in the process
of compiling the new hymnal since 1945.
Prof. Fisher is qualified for his pre
sent reJponsibility by virtue of a long
interest in the music of the church. For
ten years he has been a member of the
Music and Worship Committee of the
Church of the Brethren, and since its
inception he has been a member of the
present Hymnal Committee.
He was graduated from the Depart
ment of Church and Choral Music in
the School of Music of Northwestern
University, his thesis having been "A
Historical, Analytical, and Comparative
Study of the Hymnbooks of the Church
of the Brethren."
He has conducted summer music
camps and numerous church music
institutes, and has frequently lectured
on various phases of church music.
Through his influence the subject of
church music was introduced into the
curriculum of Mc Pherson College, Kan
sas, where he formerly taught, and for
the past two years he has conducted
such classes in Bridgewater College. In
1938, 1943, and again in 1947 Professor
Fisher was chosen to direct the music at
the national Annual Conferen:e of the
Church of the Brethren.
The new hymnal will be the eighth
hymnbook of the Church of the Bre
thren to be published in America, the
first having been printed in Philadephia
in 1791. The 1950 hymnal will contain
new editions of many of the older hymns
as well as hymns and music which have
come into existence since the latest Bre
thren hymnal was published in 1925.
---0---

Wayland Writes
History
Dr. John W. Wayland '99 has written
a history of his home city, Harrison
burg, Virginia, which commemorates the
100th anniversary of the incorporation of
the town. Advance orders are being
received to determine the number of
copies to be printed.
Dr. Wayland is a distinguished Vir
ginia historian, especially on the Shen
andoah Valley region. He has written a
number of books dealing with the his
tory of the area. One of them has been
widely used as a text book in Virginia
schools.

PAGE 4
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Commencement
Sidelights
lVIany seasoned observers commented
that Commencement weekend in June
was one of the best in the history of the
college. Good programs, many visitors,
optimism, loyalty to Alma Mater were
all in evidence.
The class of 1889 was represented at
the Alumni Banquet by Eld. M. G. San
ger. Other living members of this class
are Jesse Rolston, Sheldon, Iowa, and
C. 0. Wine, Alhambra, California. All
have been regular contributors to the
Alumni Association.
Mr. Rolston wrote that he was sorry
he could not be present for the 60th
reunion of his class. He is 84. Wrote
he: "I am glad that it was my privi
lege to attend Virginia Normal, now
Bridgewater College. Some of my hap
piest memories linger around there.
Some of my fondest friendships were
rooted there."
The class of 1899 was represented
with 100% attendance of living mem
bers at their afternoon reunion: Dr.
John W. Wayland, J. A. Garber, Mrs.
Lottie Showalter Myers, Mrs. Sallie
Garber Myers, S. D. Zigler, Dr. I. S.
Long, and Justus H. Cline. Two mem
bers of this class are dead.
Dr. John W. Wayland, first President
of the Alumni Association fifty years
ago, responded with some appropriate
remarks at the Annual Meeting of the
Association in Cole Hall.
The banquet on Saturday night was
the largest in the history of the college
with all of the z,75 places taken. This
was sixty more than the previous year.
The dass of 1924 had a spirited 25th
anniversary reunion with fourteen mem
bers present. Violette Hoover Brooks,
Fredericksburg, Virginia, in her inimi
table way, provided a birthday cake for
the occasion, fittingly decorated.
Mary Malcolm Hunter '27 Blue Ridge,
could not be present for the directors'
meeting and sent an appreciated note of
regret. Wrote she: "It is quite thrilling
to know Blue Ridge is remembered by
the building of that name . . . . news
of the program at Bridgewater has been
heart-warming . . . . It is gratifying
to have Bridgewater as my Alma Mater,
and I speak of her with pride." Mary
is on the faculty of Peabody Conser
vatory of Music in Baltimore and is
working on a doctorate in music edu
cation at Penn State.
Some who came to alumni day from a
distance were: Rhett R. Fetcher '45,
Wisconsin; Leslie Blough '24, Ohio;
Ruth West '48, F1orida; Paul '43 and
Esther Mae Wilson Fetcher '44, Ala
bama; V/ard A. Meyerhoeffer, '24, Ten
nessee; R. E. Houff '45, Illinois; Dr.
Carl Coffman '10, Illinois.
A new record was set for Senior
Class attendance at the alumni ban-

EAGLES TRACK TEAM MAKES HISTORY
BY CHALKING UP BRILLIANT SEASON
Baseball Summary
Bridgewater ended its season in the
spring with nine victories and seven
defeats. Games were won from Eliza
bethtown, Akron Univ., Shepherd, A
merican Univ., Roanoke, Towson, and
Baltimore Univ. Victories were scored
against B. C. by Lynchburg, Randolph
Macon, Hampden-Sydney, R o a n o k e,
Shepherd, and American Univ.
---0---

Marriages
Lora Jane Coffman '44 and James L.
Pellam, May 7, at the First Church of
the Brethren, Baltimore.
Anne Marie Crabill '49x and Robert
Glick, May 7, in the Washington Church
of the Brethren.
Norma Hope �Mason '47x and Roscoe
Milton Fix, on May 14, in the Mossy
Creek (Virginia) Presbyterian Church.
At home: Bridgewater, Virginia.
Richard L. Giiyton '48x and Dornth31
E. Hooker '47x, May 22, at Charlotte,
North Carolina.
Charlie Ann Flora '47x and Reginald
A. Oliver '48x, May 27, at the Antioch
(Virginia) Church of the Brethren
Franklin County, Virginia. At home:
1132 Hamilton Ave S. W., Roanoke,
Virginia.
Virginia Frances 1iVhitm.are '47x and
Robert E. Pleclwr '52, June 4, at the
Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church,
Michael W. Gaynor '49 and Mary
Frances Beckner, June 6, at Bethesda
Presbyterian Church.
Virginia E. Bittinger '49 and H. N.
Whitten, Jr., '49, June 10, at the 1ilill
Creek Chu1·-ch of the Brethren.
Donald Myers '47 and Etta Rose We
ekley, June 12, in the First Baptist
Church, Richmond, Virginia. At home:
Richmond, Virgini2.
Eva Lee Kindig '40 and Henry Leon
Appl, on June 19, at the Mount Vernon
Church of the Brethren.
Nancy Jane Layman '49 and Max
Erwin Bertholf, on June 21, at the
Cloverdale Church of the Brethren. At
home: Palo Alto, California.
R�iby Maxine Wakemam '46x and
Robert 0. Burkholder, June 26, at the
Timberville Church of the Brethren. At
home: New Market, Virginia.

quet. Sixty members of the class of '49
were present to be welcomed into the
Association.
Attendance at the annual meeting of
the Association in the afternoon showed
a hundred per cent improvement over
the previous year.

The Eagle track and field men wrote
a brilliant chapter in the history of
Bridgewater College athletics last spring
by going undefeated in dual competition,
by copping the Virginia Little Six
Championship Crown, and by setting 14
new marks.
Outstanding was Hobart Bodkin's per
formance with the discus. He hurled it
130 feet, three and one fourth inches,
May 7, at Ashland, for a Little Six and
also a Bridgewater College record.
Big Jim Myers of basketball fame, a
ham handed fellow who stands over six
feet tall, emerged at the end of the
track season as the all time Eagle shot
putter. After duelling all season with
his teammate Claude Smith, Big Jim
tossed the sixteen pound shot 40 feet.
ten and three quarter inches, on May 14,
to set a new Riverside Field mark.
Richard Jones, of Emmittsburg, Mary
land, set a new Eagle Javelin record,
April 9, with a throw of 164 feet.
New varsity and freshman miclclle
distance marks were set by two Eagle
yearlings, Kemper R. Jarrels, Jr., of
Port Republic, and Merle Crouse, of
Queen Anne, Maryland. Jarrels lowered
the 880 record, April 25, when he ran
the half mile in two minutes and 5.8
seconds. Crouse stepped the mile in four
minutes, 34.6 seconds, the best time made
by a freshman anywhere in the state
this year.
Al Shook, hurdling sophomore from
Birmingham, Alabama, die\ the low
hurdles in 25.3 seconds at Roanoke Col
lege, April 23, to set a new mark for
Eagle low hurdlers and for the Roa
noke College track. Paul Garber, a
freshman from Roanoke, set a new
freshman record in the low hurdles by
turning in a 27. 6 seconds performance.
Mel Myers, from Westminster, Mary
land, leaped 21 feet, 6'1/z inches, in the
broad jump at Elkins, West Virginia,
May 20, to rack up a new freshman re
cord in that event for the Eagles.
The Eagle scanty clads scored a total
of 338 1 /3 points to their opponents
181 3/3 this season in dual competition.
C. E. May
---o--Benny Huffman '36x is manager of the
\Naterloo (Iowa) baseball team, a farm
team of the Chicago White Sox.
---o--Rev. James Lee Houff '43, Alumni
Association director and pastor of the
Hopewell (Virginia) Church of the
Brethren, was a principal in an As
sociated Press news story in June as the
pastor of little Patsy Powers aged 9
who died of cancer of the brain. At the
suggestion of Patsy's third grade teach
er, the public had ,contributed more than
$2400.00 in a sympathy wave in behalf
of her recovery.
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Alumni Chapters Meet Flood Damage Slight
The Roanoke Chapter met on Sat
urday night, April 30, at the First
Church of the Brethren with over one
hundred guests present. D. P. Hylton
'03 Dal. was the toastmaster and was
later elected president succeeding Sara
Dove Boaz '14 Dal. The speaker for
the banquet was Dr. J. Clyde Forney,
pastor of the Central Church of the Bre
thren. Present from the college were
Dean Boitnott, Rufus B. King, and
Donald Clague.
The East Ai�giista Chapter met at New
Hope School on Friday night, May 6.
Rev. Floyd Mitchel '44 presided. Prof.
Clarence May '24 of the College English
Department, gave the address of the
evening, discussing Bridgewater history
and trends. Rufus King '36, alumni sec
retary, and the college women's quartet
participated in the program. J. Paul
Glick '21 was elected president.
Cuniberlaiid Valley broke its own at
tendence record and set the pace for
spring gatherings when 130 alumni and
friends met for their banquet on May
13 at the Church of the Brethren at
Hagerstown. Trustee Aaron Horst was
in charge of getting out this splendid at
tendence. Wilbur Philips '18 BR presi
ded as president. Dr. Oliver Ikenberry
'25 Dal., president of Shepherd College,
inspired his audience as the m a i n
speaker. Nevin W. Fisher and Rufus B.
King represented the college. Mrs. Law
rence Fitzwater '35 was elected presi
dent for the coming year.
Carroll C oiinty had a turn-out of fifty
guests on Saturday night, May 14, when
they gathered at the former Blue Ridge
Campus for their annual dinner. Rufus
King was the speaker. The classes of
1932, '33, and '34 from Blue Ridge were
in reunion in the afternoon and took in
the banquet. Tolbert Lawyer '33 BR was
elected president to succeed Mrs. Ran
dall Spoerlein who presided.
Broadway-Timberville organized as a
chapter on May 16 at a banquet in
Broadway with seventy guests present.
J. Frank Hillyard '26 principal of the
Broadway High School presided. Rev.
Murray Wagner '29 BR was the speaker.
Frank Moyers '38 was elected president
of this new group. Rufus King and the
college male quartet were present from
the college.
NOTE: Other spring meetings were
reported in the B. C. Bee which goes
to all active alumni.
---o---

Howard N. Miller '39 1s a plant
pathologist f o r t h e University of
Florida, stationed at Bradenton. He has
an M. S. from Michigan State College
and a Ph. D. from the University of
California.
---o---

Robert 'tvic Kinney '24 BR is a chemist
for the duPont Company, Wilmington,
Delaware. He holds a Ph.D. from Johns
Hopkins University.

Alumni of the college will be glad
to know that very little damage was done
to the college in the flash flood which
struck Bridgewater during the middle
of the night, June 17, and did an esti
mated one million dollars worth of dam
age in the Bridgewater-Stokesville area
;ilong North River, and took the life of
Mary Riddleberger Bowman '19x and
two other persons by drowning in the
town of Bridgewater.
The tennis courts next to the gym
nasium were under water and were dam
aged to some extent. Water entered the
heating plant, and the electric motors
operating the automatic stokers were
submerged and partially damaged. The
athletic field was completely submerged
with the baseball bleachers, hurdles, and
other equipment washed away. When the
water subsided, two automobiles and
some debris had been washed on the
field. Five acres of shocked barley next
to the athletic field, belonging to the
college farm, had been icompletely
washed away.
Faculty members who suffered con
siderable damage in connection with their
homes and grounds were Prof. Chas.
E. Shull, Dr. Harry J. M. Jopson, Dr.
George S. Row, Dr. J. M. Henry, and
Rufus B. King. The homes of Prof.
Cecil Ikenberry, Dr. Minor C. Miller,
Prof. Nelson T. Huffman, Dr. Marshall
R. V/olfe, Prof. Rudolph A. Glick, and
Mrs. Olive Graham also suffered dam
a�e from the flood.
The college cooperated with the Red
Cross and town authorities in turning
over North Hall for use of the National
Guard, State Police, and families need
ing temporary residence. Due to the state
of emergency and failure of the town
water system, Summer School was re
cessed until June 22. Students and staff
members of the college aided with the
clean-up work and the serving of meals
by the Red Cross.
Prof. Nelson T. Huffman, as mayor
of the town, has spent many hours
directing and planning the town's re
habilitation. This includes a program to
safeguard any future flood disaster. This
work centers in the town council, four
of the six members being alumni of the
college.
The town was flooded because of
heavy rams in the mountains which
caused North River to leave its bank at
the junction of Dry River near Lover's
Leap, just north of town. A rushing wall
of water fanned out through Bridge
water in the middle of the night with
most of the population unaware of im
pending danger until it was upon them.
---0---

John T. Showalter '41 purchased the
Harris Radio Shop in Bridgewater in
June and is now operating it under the
name of Valley Radio Service. John set
up the first television set in Harrison
burg.

PAGE 5

Trustee Passes
Rev. J. W. Ikenberry, college trustee
of Dalesville, Virginia, died on July 14.
Mr. Ikenberry attended Bridgewater
College during the sessions of 1888-90.
He served as a trustee of the college for
twenty-six years. In addition to being
a member of the Board, he was assis
tant treasurer of the Board from 1923
to 1946. In these capacities, Mr. Iken
berry rendered invaluable service and
shall be remembered by the college and
trustees as one who, so long as his
health permitted, never failed to give of
his time and energy freely and willingly
to the work of Bridgewater-Daleville
College.
---0---

Alumni Fund Goal
Again $25,000.00
A goal of $25,000.00 has been set by
the Association directors for the 194950 Alumni Loyalty Fund. Of this
amount, up to $1000.00 can be used to
match college funds to buy new mov
able bleachers for the athletic field this
fall. The remainder is designed to sup
port the Expansion Movement which is
directed toward raising money for the
new science building project in the com
ing year. This is the same goal as last
year.
For the year ending June 30, 402
alumni gave $22,534.75. The total amount
given by alumni and non-alumni was
slightly in excess of $50,000.00 for the
same period. A complete report of the
1948-49 fund will be mailed to alumni
in the near future.
---o---

MESSAGE FROM
PRESIDENT BOWMAN
( Continued From Page 1)
or how we can better serve our alumni.
'vVhen I assumed the office of presi
dent on July I, 1949, I immediately felt
a very close kinship with every almnus
of Bridgewater College. Some of the
most hallowed memories of my youth
center around the associations I enjoyed
with some of you during our college
clays. Others of our alumni I have
learned to know in a professional way,
but there are many whom I have not
had the joy of meeting.· It is my cher
ished dream th:i.t I may have the pri
vilege of meeting every alumnus of the
college in the days ahead.
We want to extend an invitation to
each of you to come to Bridgewater as
often as you find it convenient, and
when you do so I would be happy to
have you· call at tny office so that we
may become better acquainted. Please
feel free to call upon us at any time if
we can' se·rve you in any possible way.
Most· sincerely yours,
Warren· D. Bowman
President

B U LLETI N O F B R I D G EWAT E R COLL E G E

Harshbarger, Flory
Are Spot-lighted

Remembers College
Rev . Ezr a Fike, f o r m e r colleg e trustee,
who died in May at his home, Eglon,
W. V a. , bequeathed $5, 000 . 00 to B ridge
w ater Colleg e in his w ill for the educa
tion of any of his g randchild r e n who
might w i sh to come to B r i dgewater .
M o n ey not spent f o r this p u r p o se can
be used by the college at i t s discr etion
f o r oth e r w o r thy students.
Rev. Fike was a s tau nch suppo r ter of
the colleg e alth o ugh he him self was
never p riv ileg e d to attend. All o f his
se ven ch ildr en ar e g r aduate s of B r idge
w ater , an d a few yea r s ag o th e family
w as hono r ed bec a u se o f th i s fac t at the
ti m e o f th e annual alumni day.
He 1s s u r vived by the following
c h i l d ren : Rev. Earl W . Fike '2 7, Ci rcl e
vi l l e, \,Ves t Vi rgini a ; M r s. L. H : Terry
' 29, Lakelan d, Fl o ri da ; M rs . J o seph W.
M i ll e r ' 32, B roadw ay, Vi rgini a ; M rs .
Ja•:o b S . Hu ffman ' 35 , Day to n , . Vi rgini a ;
Y[ rs . Jerom e A rne tt e ' 3 5 , Rowle s bu rg,
We st Vi rginia ; Rev. Galen Fike ' 39 ,
Eglon , \Ves t Vi rgin ia ; Mrs . La w rence
Li fe '45 , McGaheys vi lle, Vi rginia.
-

-

-o-

-

W ill t o Bath C ounty
Edwin E. Will, principal of th e Tim 
ber ville High School for th e pas t 12
years became su perin tenden t of Bath
Co un ty pu blic schools on July 1 .
A na tive of Shenandoah Coun ty, Mr .
Wil l received his B. A. degree from
B ri dgewa ter in 193 1 and his M. A . degree
from the University of Virginia shortly
thereafter . He has al so studied a t th e
Univ. of North Carolina.
In the Spring he was el ected presi
dent of the Virginia High School Lea
gue. Previou'sly he had been elec ted
p resident of the D istrict G. Education
Assoc iation. He is a member of the
na t ional honorary edm:ational fratern ity,
Phi Delta Kappa. Mr. W ill was elected
as a d irector to the Bridgewater College
Alumni Associat ion at the June meeti ng
of the directors.
- -o- Elwood Mason '29 BR is the pr inc ipal
~ ' Lela nd Junior High School, Chevy
Chase, Maryland.
-o- - Dick Guyton '48x is playing ball for
Charlotte, No rth Caroli na, in the Pied
mont League th is summer.

B r idgewater alumni spot-lighted the
annual m eeting of the Virginia Acad
emy o f Science in M ay in two instances.
Dr. Boyd Harshbarger was installed as
president for the coming year, and Dr.
Walter S . Flory, J r. , received the Acad
emy ' s top award, the J . Shelton Hor sley
r esea r c h awa r d , for the best paper dur
ing the year on scientific research.
Sever al years ago Dr. Harshbarger was
a w a r ded the H o rsley research aw ar d.
I nter estingly, both o f these m en
gr aduated with the class of 1 928 at
B r idgewate r. Dr. Flory is serving a
second year a s p resident of the Bridge
water Colleg e Alumni Association, and
D r . Har shbarger is on the executiv e
committee o f the A ssociation. Dr. Har sh
b a rg e r i s a s tati stician for the Vi rgin ia
Polytechnic Insti tute Exp erimen t Sta
tion at B l acksbu rg . He has also been
made editor of the newly reviv ed " Vir
gi nia J ournal of Science."
Dr . Flory's pap er, f o r which he
r eceived the awar d , dea lt with po llen
ste ri lity and ferti l ity i n roses. He is p ro 
fessor o f biology an d a s sistant di rec to r
o f th e B l an dy Experimental Farm of the
University of Vi rginia , located at B o yce.
B o th Ha r shba rger an d Flory a re fea
tu red in th e June " Com monwealth" , th e
magaz in e publ ished m on th ly by th e Vi r
ginia Cham ber of Com m erce . Th ey are
ci ted in th e section " Vi rginians in th e
P u bl ic Eye. "
- -oEme ry Wine ' Ilx B R i s P rogram
Analys t for th e Fi scal Divi si on o f th e
U. S . Bu rea u of th e Budge t. At th e
annual meeting of the American College
Pu blic Rela ti on s A ssoci a ti on in Wash 
'·, '"( ton in April, he presented a paper on
" Federal Program s in Higher Educa
tion . " On th e same panel program ap
peared D 1· . Earl J. McGrath , newly
appoin ted U. S . Commi ssi oner of Edu
ca tion, and John Dale Russell, Diredor.
Divi sion of Higher Education, U. S.
Office o f Educa tio n .

HOMECOMING OCT. 1 5
Alumni Homecoming has been set
for Saturday, O:tober 15, which will
featu re a football game between the
Eagles and Gallaudet College of
Washington, D. C., in the afternoon.
Th is wi ll be the fi rst Eagle in ter
colleg iate game at R iverside Fie ld in
more than ten years.
Following the game there will be
a tea for visiting alumni. An even
i ng program by the musk faculty of
the college is be ing planned for Cole
Hall.
P lan now to attend Homecoming
!
th is fall

PA G E 6

Alumni News
Dr. Lawson French '32 BR is doing
graduate work in surgery in Memphis,
Tennessee. H e received his mediical
degree from the University of Mary
land. His present address i s 318 N . High
land Street, M emphis, Tennessee.
Kenneth Hooley '40 is Di rector o f As
sociates Activities for the Hecht Com
pany, vVashington, D. C. H e holds an
M . A. degree in music f rom Catholic
University in addition to his B . S . in
music education from B ridgewater.
John W. Martin '47 was awarded the
Lehn Fink Gol d Medal at the Medical
College o f Vi rginia in May for h aving
the best . grades of any of this year's
seniors during the period o f their work
at the Richmond institution. This i s an
annual aw ard. John was, in addition, Of.le
of two seniors to receive gift certi ficates
f o r the best senior theses. H e will enter
the Grad u ate S chool o f the Universi ty
of North Carolina to work f o r a d oc
torate in Pha rmaceutical Chemi s t ry th is
fall .
Glen S uter ' 47 has been awarded a
$ 1 200. 00 fel low ship in statistic s at Vir
gin ia Polytechnic Institu te. Th is i s
sponso red by the U. S . B u reau o f Agri
c u l tu ral Econom ic s f o r graduate stu dy
in stati stics.
Grant Ru sh ' 49 stepped into a hi gh
scho o l principal ship at Gosh en High
S ch o ol , Rockbri dge Coun ty, as he fin
i s h e d his co ll ege wo rk in February.
Dr. H. Leroy Scharon ' 38 h a s been
promoted to th e rank o f as soci ate p ro
fess o r at Wash ington University, St.
Lou i s , wh ere h e teaches geology. Re
cently h e was app ointed Chief Con sult
ing Geophysicist for th e National
Lead Com pany in New York. Leroy, a
former member o f the college male
qua r tette, i s continuing his music inter
est by singing in the Third B aptist
Ch u r-:h in St. Loui s as a baritone soloist.
This i s th e church where Dr. Oscar C.
Johnson, presi dent of the Wo rld Bap
ti st Alliance, i s pastor. Mrs. Scharon ,
th e former Jane Swiger '44, has a ful l
time j ob at home with ch ildren David,
Stephen, an d Ann Carol .
VVm . 0. Beazley '37 received the
Doctor of Religious Education degree at
Fort Worth , Texas, in July. He is a
teacher at Harden- Simmons University,
Abilene, Texas.
Ralph Guyton '49, star out fielder of
the Eagles baseball team during his col
lege days, was given a try-out by the
Brooklyn National League Club in June
and sent to the Cambridge, Maryland,
clu b. Ralph was captain of the '49 Eagle
team and played with Elkton , Virgin ia,
in the Valley League until called by
' --ooklyn.
Ha rvey S. Hooke '86x observed h is
89th birthday on May 28. He attended
Br idgewater when it wa·s V irgin ia Nor
mal, and Prof. D. C. Flory was the head
teacher. He recently wrote : "I con
gratulate Bridgewater Co llege on its
wonderful success. "

